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SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENT OF COUNCILTREE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

Council Tree Communications, Inc. (“CTC”) respectfblly offers this brief Supplemental 

Comment to address the fundamental public interest balancing issue that is at the heart of this 

proceeding. 

CTC strongly commends to the Commission and the Media Bureau that proposed 

“channel swaps” involving non-commercial licenses should be encouraged if they very clearly 

serve the public interest. One of the most compelling public interest values -- increasing 

diversity of ownership in the broadcast media -- should be a clear priority factor in any such 

proposal.’ 

The particular proposal that is the subject of this proceeding falls short of serving a 

compelling public interest, and is telling in its exacerbation of this national problem: 
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’ The dramatic lack of participation by minorities in the ownership of broadcast licenses, especially in major-market 
television, has been clearly recognized by Congress and the Commission as an area of the public interest worthy of 
attention and remediation. &g generally 47 U.S. C. 8 257, the various studies released to date by the Commission 
and the Media Bureau, and the mandate of and recommendations to the Commission by the FCC Advisory 
Committee in Diversity for Communications in the Digital Age. 



As PrOPOSd, the exchange would exacerbate the consolidation of broadcast 

media ownership. It would allow NBC to own an additional major-market signal 

in addition to its current overall reach in the U.S. market. 

2. As proposed, the exchange not only would fail to provide for any increase in 

diversity of ownership, but would remove a prime opportunity for such 

development, Opening the process to competing applications would extend this 

opportunity to a host of diverse applicants.2 

3. Finally, NBC fails to explain why its stated goal - expansion of the over-the-air 

reach for Spanish-language programming - could not be achieved by simply 

buying an existing commercial station in the market. 

Because they are based on a balancing of public interests, channel exchanges of this 

nature should be reserved for those proposals that clearly provide a compelling case for diversity 

and other values, not merely the economic convenience of a dominant party in further 

consolidating its ownership position. 

* As the result of an erroneous statement by NBC in its Reply Comments (p. 4, n. 5),  CTC feels compelled to correct 
the record. Contrary to NBC’s claim, CTC did not propose a “similar transaction” with CTE. In fact, (3°C 
negotiated directly with high level NBC executives about a proposal that would have resulted in a substantial 
increase in diversity of ownership in the Phoenix television market. NBC rejected such an approach for a minority 
owned affiliate stating that it wanted to own 100 % of any full-power commercial station created by a channel 
exchange in the Phoenix market. It is telling that NBC’s primarv goal is thus apparently not expansion of Spanish- 
language programming, but rather further consolidation of ownership of media properties in major markets. 
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